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PHONG TRAO PAU TRANH POI QUYEN BAU CcU
CUA PHU NU MY(1865 - 1920)

Nguyén Thj Bich*

Tém tat: Bai viét phan tich phong trao déu tranh doi quyén bau cwr cia phu nik My

tee sau NGi chién (1865) dén khi Tu chinh &n 19 dwoc thong qua vao nam 1920. Bang

phuong phép 16-gic va phuwong phap lich st, tac gia lam ré bbi cdnh xa hoi, vai tro

va dja vi ctia phu ni? My trong thé ky XIX, qua trinh vdn déng va nhiing két qua, dac

diém ctia phong trao. Bai viét nhdn manh day la mot qua trinh déu tranh ldu dai, ddy

thach thaee, dé phu nir My cé thé gianh dwoc mét trong nhiing quyén cbng dan co

ban nhét - quyén bau ct¥, déng thoi mé ra buéc ngodt Ién cho phong trao phu niv

toan céu trong thé ky XX.

Twr khéa: quyén béu cir, phu ni¥ My, Tu chinh &n 19, chi nghia ni quyén
1. MO PAU

Nude My — qudc gia thuong tu hio trudce thé gisi vé truyén thdng dén chu ctia minh.
Trong ban Tuyén ngdn doc 1ap nodi tiéng, nude My da ting khang dinh: “Tat ca moi ngudi
sinh ra déu c6 quyén binh dang”. Tuy nhién, vao thoi diém thé ky XIX, cum tir “moi
ngudi” néu trén lai loai trir nhom yéu thé bao gdbm: ngudi da den, ngudi da do, ngudi gbe
A va phu nit. Ciing nhu nhiéu nude trén thé gidi luc bay gid, xa hoi My c6 cai nhin rat
khit khe véi phy nir. Vai trd cta phu nit chi duoc bo hep trong pham vi gia dinh véi thién
chtrc 1am vo, 1am me. Trén linh vuc chinh tri, kinh té thi vai trd va tim anh hudng cta
phu nit v6 cing nho bé. Phu nit khéng duoc coi 1a mot chu thé chinh tri doc 14p, ho bi phu
nhan quyén cong dan trong d6 c6 quyén phap 1y co ban nhat 1a quyén bau cir. Phy nit My
khong chi bi phén biét boi chung toc, mau da, ton gido, dan tdc ma con bi phan biét ddi
xtr dua trén gidi tinh ca trong xa hoi va phéap luat. Do d6, cac phong trao du tranh cia
phu nit d dién ra s6i ndi ngay tir ngay lap qudc va ngiy cang phat trién manh mé. Thong
qua cac hoat dong xa hoi, tir cac phong trao cach mang dén cac phong trao dau tranh trén
linh vuc chinh tri, phu nit My tirng budc khfmg dinh duoc dia vi chinh tri ctia minh.
Phong trao dau tranh doi quyén bau ctr ciia phu nit My 1a chi dé thu hit sy quan tim

ctia nhiéu nha nghién ciru trong va ngoai nude. O phuong Tay, cac cong trinh kinh dién
nhu “Failure is Impossible: Susan B. Anthony in Her Own Words” (Sherr, 1995),
“Freedom's Women” (Frankel, 1999), hay cac nghién ctru lich str tong hop nhu (Davidson
& Gienapp, 2006) (Welter, 1966) di cung cap nhing phan tich sau sic vé vai tro ctia cac
nhan vat tiéu biéu, chién lugc van dong, ciing nhu nhitng rao can xa hoi va thé ché ma
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phu nit M¥ phai d6i mat trong hanh trinh doi quyén bau ctr. Céc tu liéu luu trir tai Sophia
Smith Collection hay nhitng bai viét trén tap chi My hang quy ciing gop phan lam phong
phii ngudn tu liéu cho chu dé nay.

Tai Viét Nam, chu dé vé phong trao nit quyén va quyén bau cir ciia phy nit My con
tuong ddi it duoc khai thac mot cach hé théng. Mot sb cong trinh dich thuét nhu “Lich su
dan toc My (Howard Zinn, 2015), “Hoa Ky — Nhiing van d¢ qua kht” (Unger, 2009),
hay “Lich stt méi cua nuéc My (Foner, 2003) chi dung lai ¢ viéc dé cap chung vé su
phat trién ctia phong trio nir quyén trong tién trinh dan chii hda nude My. Cac nghién ciru
chuyén sau bang tiéng Viét, tip trung vao qué trinh van dong, vai tro ctia cac to chirc nir
quyén, ciing nhu mdi quan hé giita phong trao doi quyén bau ctr vdi cac phong trao xa
hoi khéac trong lich st My van con 1a mot khoang trong dang ké trong hoc gidi Viét Nam.

Bai viét nay huéng dén viéc 1ap diy khoang trong d6, bang cach cung cap mot cai
nhin h¢ thdng, toan dién va chuyén sdu hon vé phong trao ddu tranh doi quyén bau ctr clia
phu nit My tir sau Noi chién dén khi Tu chinh 4n 19 duoc théng qua (1865-1920). Bang
phuong phap lich st va phuong phap 16-gic, trén co s tai hién va hé thong hoa nhing
dién bién thing tram ctia phong trao, bai viét rat ra nhitng nhan xét vé két qua, dic diém,
vai trd va tac dong ctia phong trao dén lich sir nudc My giai doan cudi thé ky XIX dau
thé ky XX noi riéng va thé giéi noi chung.

2. NOI DUNG NGHIEN cUU

2.1. Pja vi bat binh dang cua phu nit My trudc Néi chién

Trong cudn sach “Lich sir dan toc My” Howard Zinn da timg cam khai khi nhan xét:
“rat c6 thé s& quén di s6 phan phan nira dan sb ciia mot dat nudc néu chi doc trang viét
vé lich sir. Nhitng nguoi di khai pha thudc dia 1a nam gidi - 6ng chii dat va thuong gia,
cac ngai chinh tri gia va cac nhan vat quan su. Su v6 hinh cua phu nit, su coi nhe ho la
dau hiéu vé than phan bi nhan chim” (Zinn, H. (2015), tr.125). Than phén nguoi phu nit
My thoi can dai gidng nhu mot “khoang tréng v hinh” trong lich st dan tdc nay.

Nguoc dong thoi gian, trude khi nguoi chdu Au dit chan téi chdu My, nhiing ngudi
My ban dia con séng trong xa hdi thi tdc, b lac theo ché d6 mau hé. Khi éy, ngudi phu
nir giit vai tro chi chét trong cac cong viée trong trot va chin nudi von can ban tay cham
chi va khéo 1¢éo ctia nguoi phu nir.

Khi nhitng ngudi chau Au di cu sang Bic My, ho mang theo lut phap, ton gido, tin
ngudng cung nhiing quan diém phong phu vé dia vi cia ngudi phu nir. Nam 1623, luat
phap ctia Anh dugc tom tat trong mot van ban ¢ tén goi “Céc luat vé quyén phu nit” (The
Lawes Resolutions of Women Rights) ¢6 viét: “Khi mot nhanh séng, sudi nhé nhap vao
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song Rhodanus, Humber hay séng Thames, cic nhanh song hay sudi nho mat di tén cta
minh..Mgt nguoi phu nit ngay khi lap gia dinh thudng tré thanh “cai bong”, xung quanh
bi phu boc bdi nhiing lan swong khoi day dac va nguoi phu nit d6 khong con duge mang
tén ho ctia minh nita...Cai “ban than” ctia nguoi ay gio da thudc vé ong cha, ngudi dong
hanh, nguoi bao trg..ciia chinh ngudi phu nit éy” (Zinn, H. (2015),tr.129). Ho thuc hién
truyén ba gido 1y va cam hoa con chién. Tir d6, nhitg quan niém vé vi tri, vai trd cia
ngudi phu nir trong x4 hdi My dan c6 sy thay doi.

Nhitng qui wéc c6 tinh vin héa vé “nhing trach nhiém dic biét” (Peculiar
Responsibilities of American Women) 1a mot thanh lily cua nhiing quy udc ngdt ngat.
Theo Barbara Welter (1966) “phu nir dich thuc” phai la mot nguoi diu ngot, duyén dang,
thuy mi, an can, ngoan dao, cung kinh va tiét hanh. Nhu 1o trich dan tir mot t& bao cua
thé ky XVIII: “To6i di c6 chong va t6i khong c6 mbi quan tdm nao khac hon 1a 1am vui
1ong ngudi chong ma toi yéu. Ong 4y 1a cai dich ma moi sy cha y cta t6i déu hudng t6i.
T61 mac quﬁn 4o gi cling 1a vi 6ng éy. Néu t6i doc mot bai tho, mot vo kich, thi cling 1a
dé c6 thé chuyén trd phit hop véi s6 thich cua ong dy” (Trung tim Hoa Ky. (n.d.), tr.106).

Vé kinh té, phu nit c6 chong thi khong duoc hudng cic quyén loi vé kinh té khong
dugc phép co tai san riéng va hoan toan phu thudc kinh té vao chong. Trong vin kién
“Body of Liberties” (Tu do ca nhan tap thanh) do Pai hoi dong bang Masachussett thong
qua (1641) da dé cap: “néu nguoi ndao khi chét khong dé lai cho vg minh mot phan gia
san dang gia thi Dai hoi dong s& dwa vao 101 khiéu nai ciia ngudi phu nit dé phan quyét
va clru tro cho ho” (Massachusetts General Court. (1641). Diéu nay c6 nghia 13 tai san
trong gia dinh 1a hoan toan thudc sé hitu ctia chong, nguoi phu nir khéng duoc phép st
dung tai san khi khong duoc sy dong ¥ ctia chdong miac du trén thuc té, nguoi phu nir dong
g6p mot phan dang ké vao viéc xay dung kinh té gia dinh.

Vé chinh tri, trong luat phap My ludn ndi dén quyén binh déng, tu do ciia con ngudi
(trong d6 c6 phu nit). Van kién “Body of Liberties” néu rd: “sy tu do huong thu cac quyén
bat kha xdAm pham va nhitng dic quyén khac nhu nhan quyén, dan quyén, quyén ty do tin
ngudng 1a quyén tat hiru ctia moi ngudi trong cuong vi va kha ning ctia minh” (Roland,
C. (2007); tr.12). P6i v6i phu nit, ban Tuyén ngon tuyén bd: “bat cir mot ngudi phu nit
nao khi lap gia dinh, nguoi chong khong duoc hanh ha xac than hay roi vot dé sira day
v, trir phi phai tu v€ trong truong hgp chinh dang” (Roland, C. (2007);20). Tuy nhién
trén thyc té, chong ho c6 thé danh ho ma luat phap khong can thiép. Con céi ciia ho ciing
khong thudce quyén s hitu riéng ctia ho theo dung nghia hop phép va trong truong hop ly
di, ho s& mét tat ca quyén li dbi v&i con minh.

Trong quan hé céng dong ciing khong lay gi 1am kha hon. Phu nit khong thé nam gii
chtrc vy hay quyén bau ctr. Hiu nhu moi nghé nghiép déu khép cira lai voi hoc (ngoai trir
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lam gido vién trong cac truong tiéu hoc, nhung muc lwong clia nhimng ¢6 gido nhan dugc
cling thap hon thay gio). Hau hét ho déu bi xem 1a khong ¢ chuyén mén va bi tra lwong
rat thap.

Nhu vay, trong subt tién trinh lich sir tir khi ngudi chau Au di cu sang Bic My cho
dén thoi ky Noi chién (1861-1865), xa hoi My ludn c6 cai nhin khat khe dbi voi vai tro
cua nguoi phu nit. Trén ca phuong dién kinh té 1an chinh tri, dja vi cta nguoi phu nit 1a
v cting nho bé va khong c6 co hoi mé rong tam anh hudng ra xa hoi. Ho khong co quyén
bau ctr, khong dugc huong bat cit quyén loi phap 1y nao ma chi c¢6 thé phuc ting chong
va toan tdm phuc vu gia dinh. Tuy nhién, v&i nhitng dong gop trén thyc té, phu nir My da
khong ngimg dau tranh dé khang dinh vai trd, vi tri can thiét ciia minh trong xa hoi.

2.2. Nhitng nhén té thidc diy su phat trién caa phong trao diu tranh
cua phu nif My trong va sau NOi chién

Cudc Noi chién (1861-1865) bung nd 13 két qua tir cia nhitng méau thuan chong chéo
trong 1ong nudc M. D6 1a mau thudn gitra nén kinh té tur ban cht nghia cong thuong nghiép
véi nén nong nghiép lac hau dua trén stc lao dong cua nd 1¢€; mau thuan vé& mo hinh chinh
phii giita giita xu hudng tap trung quyén lyc ¢ Trung wong véi xu hudng duy tri quyén lyc
doc 1ap cua cac tiéu bang; mau thuan giira tw san cong thwong nghiép mién Bac véi chi nd
mién Nam; gitta dang Dan chu v6i dang Cong hoa; dic biét 1a mau thudn xung quanh sy
ton tai ctia ché do nd 1¢, giita ly tudng tu do, binh dang véi thye € xa hoi M.

La chién truong chinh cua cudc chién, nén kinh té mién Nam gén nhu bi x6a sb hoan
toan. Céc thi trdn, don dién, duong x4 bi phd nat: “Nhiing thung liing trude day phi nhiéu,
giau c6. Nhung by gid, nhitng con chim, nhiing con qua bay ngang bau troi ciing khong
tim thiy gi dé dn. C6 nhitng thanh phd trude day rat bé thé, nhu cac thanh phd Atlanta va
Richmond, gi¢ ddy chi con 1a mét déng gach vun” (Davidson, J. W., & Gienapp, W. E.
(2006); tr.455). Néu nhu cudc Noi chién di tan pha kinh t& mién Nam thi & mién Bic cudc
chién tranh lai mé& ra mot thoi ky thay doi véi nhing vén héi chua timg c6. Cude chién tranh
v6i sy tham gia ctia 2 triéu nguoi doi hoi mot luong 16m thiét bi. Tt ca cac san phdm cong
nghi€p déu rét cén thiét, tur sting 6ng, dan duoc, dén kiém, ludi 16, dau may xe Itra, duong sit,
giéy dép, rau dong hop, thit dong hop. Noi cach khac, chinh cudc Noi chién (1861- 1865)
da kich thich sy phat trién manh mé cua kinh t& mién Bic, tao diéu kién thuén loi cho dai
cong nghiép phat trién, 1am ting gip boi nhirg khoan dau tu.

Niam 1865, cudc Noi chién két thic, md dwong cho sw phdt trién nhanh chéng va
manh mé ciia nén kinh té t ban chii nghia 6 Hoa Ky. Chinh sy phat trién nhanh chéng
ctia nén kinh té va viéc ing dung rong rai cdc phuong phéap san xuét tién tién da lam thay
doi co cdu lao dong trong xa hoi My va tac dong khong nho dén dia vi xd hoi cia phu nit.
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Trong thoi ky chién tranh, khi nhu cdu hang héa ting cao, nhitng don dat hang 16n cua
chinh pht mo ra cho phu niv co hoi lam viéc tai nha mdy, xuong may va cdc xuong dan
dwge & quy mé chuwa timg thdy. Pau nhimg ndm 1800, Francis Cabot Lowell, mot doanh
nhan nguoi My, thanh 1ap Cong ty san xuit Boston vao nim 1813, xdy dung mot vai nha
may, trong d6 ndi tiéng nhat 1a & Lowell, Massachusetts. Hé thong nay bat dau tuyén dung
phu nit Pong Bic da tring vao lam viéc. Dic biét dang cha y 1a nhitng phu nit 1am viéc tai
Lowell Mills & Massachusetts va dugc goi la “nhling c6 gai nha may” (Foner, E.
(2003);tr.408). Ddi v6i nhidu phuy nit da tring tré tudi & New England, trai nghiém xa gia
dinh va lao dong duoc tra luong rat tha vi. Mic du ph?m 16n tién luvong cua ho vé nha,
nhung viéc phu nir ¢6 mot khoan tién nho cho riéng minh ciing 1a mot trai nghiém giai
phong. Nhiéu ngudi da sir dung tién kiém dwoc dé mua quan 4o va cc mit hang tiéu ding
khac cho ban than.

Chién tranh ciing cho phép phu nit dwoc tham gia hé théng b mdy chinh quyén. Cho
t6i nam 1865, Bo truong Tai chinh Lién bang Francis Spinner di tuyén dung 747 phuy nit
vao lam viéc v6i chirc vu thu ky, nguoi sao chép, nhan vién. Dan dan nhimg phong ban
khac cta chinh phu ciing nhén phu nit vao 1am vi¢c (Frankel, N. (1999);tr.342). Song cong
viéc cua nir gii dugc nhidu ngudi biét toi nhét trong chién tranh 13 y ta. Co khoang 10.000
phu nit da tring 1am y ti v6i mic lwong 12 USD/thang. Phu nit con hinh thanh céc t6 chirc
tinh nguyén, thye thi moi hoat dong khac nhau dé quyén tién cho su nghiép cua Lién bang.

Nhu vay, cudc chién tranh da tao ra co hdi cho nhiing nguoi phu nit quan tam nhiéu
hon dén nhitng bién ¢ x4 hoi, co y thue vé su doc lap va dia vi chinh tri cia minh. Pay
chinh 1a dong lyc dé trong thoi ky Tai thiét (1863 -1877), phu nit My tién hanh cac phong
trao dau tranh nham doi quyén bau cir va cac cic quyén dan chu khéc.

2.3. Qua trinh dau tranh doi quyén bau cu’ cua phu ni’ My (1865-1920)

Sau Noi chién Hoa Ky, Tu chinh 4n thir 13 (bii bo ché d6 no 18) va Tu chinh an thi
14 (quyén cong dan) da dugc thong qua, nhung khong bao gdm quyén bau cir cho phu
nir. Didu ndy giy ra sy chia ré trong phong trao bai nd va phong trao déu tranh vi quyén
ctia phu nit. Mot s6 nha hoat dong tin rang quyén bau cir cho nam gidi da den nén duge
wu tién, trong khi nhitng nguoi khac cho rang quyén bau ctr nén dugc mé réng cho tat cd
moi nguoi, bat ké gidi tinh hay ching toc. Su khac biét nay dan dén su hinh thanh cua hai
t6 chuc 16n vao nim 1869: Trude hét 1a, Hiép hoi Quyén Bau cir Phu nit Quéc gia
(NWSA) duogc lanh dao bdi Susan B. Anthony va Elizabeth Cady Stanton. NWSA tap
trung vao viéc dat dugc mot tu chinh 4n lién bang trao quyén bau ctr cho phu nir. Ho ciing
tng ho cac cai cach xa hoi rong 16n hon, bao gdm ca quyén ctia phuy nit trong hén nhan
va viéc lam. NWSA c6 xu hudng st dung cac chién thuat ddi dau hon.
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Trong khi d6, Hi¢p hoi Quyén Bau ctt Phy nit My (AWSA) dugc 1anh dao boi Lucy
Stone va Henry Blackwell, AWSA tap trung vao viéc dat dugc quyén bau cir & cap tiéu
bang. Ho tin rang viéc dat duogc quyén bau ctr ¢ timg tiéu bang s& 1a mot con duong thuc
té hon dé dat duoc quyén bau cir trén toan quc. AWSA ¢ xu hudng st dung céac chién
thuat 6n hoa hon.

Mic du c6 su khéac biét vé duong 161, song trong giai doan nay, cé hai to chirc déu
tich cuc van dong, t6 chirc cac cudc hop va dién thuyét. Céac nha hoat dong di khe"lp dat
nudc, t6 chirc cac budi noi chuyén, dién thuyét dé nang cao nhan thic vé quyén bau cir ciia
phu nir. Nhitng nha hung bi¢n tai nang nhu Sojourner Truth cling dong vai tro quan trong.
Dong thoi, van dong hanh lang cic nha 1ap phap. Ca & cdp lién bang va tiéu bang, cic nha
hoat dong khong ngimg van dong cac chinh tri gia ing hd quyén bau cir ctia phu nit.

Céac tap chi va bao nhu “The Revolution” (cuia NWSA) va “Woman's Journal” (cta
AWSA) di tro thanh dién dan quan trong dé tranh luan vé quyén cta phu nit va quyén
bau ctr. Mic du dat duoc mot s6 thang lgi nho & cap tiéu bang (ching han nhu Wyoming
trg thanh tiéu bang dau tién trao quyén bau cir cho phu nit vao nam 1869), nhung dén
cubi thé ky 19, quyén bau cir ciia phu nit trén toan qudc van 1a mot myc tiéu xa voi.

Phai dén nam 1890, khi NWSA va AWSA hop nhit dé thanh 1ap Hiép hoi Quyén
Béu cir Phu nit Qudc gia My (NAWSA). Su théng nhét ndy danh diu mot budc ngoit
quan trong trong phong trao. Elizabeth Cady Stanton tro thanh chu tich dau tién, sau do
la Susan B. Anthony. NAWSA theo dudi mot chién luge “hai mii nhon”: Mot mat, tiép
tuc van dong & cap tiéu bang, thuyét phuc cac tiéu bang thong qua luat cho phép phu nit
bau cir. Piéu nay dan dén nhing thing loi quan trong & cac tiéu bang mién Ty nhu
Colorado (1893), Utah (1896), Idaho (1896) va Washington (1910). Dong thoi, tién hanh
van dong cho mét Tu chinh an Lién bang v4i muc tiéu cudi cung 1a mét tu chinh an trén
toan qudc. Trong giai doan nay, phong trao di thu hut si tham gia ctia nhiéu phu nir thudc
céc ting 16p va sic toc khac nhau. Cac nha hoat dong bat du sir dung cac phuong phap
hién dai hon dé thu hat sy cha ¥ cta cong ching, bao gém céc cudc diéu hanh, biéu tinh
va cac chién dich quang ba.

Dau thé ky 20 chung kién sy trdi day ciia mot thé hé nha hoat dong quyén bau cir
mai vai cac chién thuat tich cuc hon. Alice Paul va Lucy Burns, nhimg ngudi da hoc hoi
duogc cac phuong phap du tranh quyét liét cia Phong trao suffragette & Anh, d thanh
1ap Pang Qudc gia Phu nit (NWP) vao nim 1916.

NWP sir dung céac chién thuat gay ap luc 1én chinh phu Lién bang nhu: t6 chirc cac
cudc didu hanh 4n twong & Washington D.C., thu ht su chi y ciia qudc gia. Hay tién hanh
phong trao “Silent Sentinels” khi cac thanh vién cuia NWP dung canh gac bén ngoai Nha
Tréng trong nhidu thing, mang theo cac biéu ngit kéu goi quyén bau cir. Nhiing hoat dong
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nay di khién mot s6 nha hoat dong da bi bat giir vi cic hanh dong phan khang cua ho.
Tuy nhién, cach ho bi dbi xir trong ti dd gy ra sy phan nd ciia cong chung va gianh dugc
thém thién cam cho phong trao.

Trong khi d6, NAWSA, dudi su lanh dao cua Carrie Chapman Catt, tiép tuc theo
duodi chién luge “Winning Plan” - tp trung vio viéc van dong & ca cip tiéu bang va lién
bang mot cach co h¢ théng va chién luge hon. Ho cling ung hd nd luc chién tranh cua My
trong Thé chién thir nhét, 1ap luan rang sy dong gop ciia phu nit trong chién tranh chimg
minh sy xtmg dang ctia ho véi quyén cong dan dy du. Su két hop gitra cac chién thuat
6n hoa cia NAWSA va cac hanh dong quyét liét cia NWP da tao ra mot ap luc ngdy cang
16n 1én chinh phu. Tong thong Woodrow Wilson, ban dau phan dbi tu chinh 4n lién bang,
dan dan thay d6i quan diém do 4p luc ngdy cang ting va sy tng h ngay cang 16n cta
cong ching.

Nim 1917, My chinh thirc tham gia cudc chién tranh thé gidi thir nhat (1914 —1918).
Trong giai doan nay, phu nit My da c6 nhitng déng gép quan trong ca trén chién trudng
va & hau phuong. Do d6, nim 1918, phong trao ddi quyén bau cir ctia phu nit nhan dugc
su ung ho cta tinh chat quyét dinh cta Tong thong Wilson. Trong bai phat biéu ciia minh
trude nghi vién, Wilson khang dinh: “Pay chinh 1a thoi diém dé ung ho phong trao quyén
bau cir ctia phu nit” va tuyén bd day 1a mot bién phap can thiét cho chién tranh. Tong
thong cho rang, phu nir di va dang dong nhiing vai trd quan trong trong Thé chién thr
nhét, vi thé ho ximg dang nhan duogc quyén bo phiéu “dé thé gidi an toan va dan chu”
(Sophia Smith Collection. (n.d.). Chinh diéu nay da tao nén mot budc tién dai trong con
dudng di dén thiang loi cudi cing ctia phong trao doi quyén bau cir ctia phu nit M¥ toan
Lién bang.

Ngay 9/1/1918, Tong thong Wilson chinh thirc dé nghi mot diéu khoan sira d6i Hién
phap trude Qubc hdi vé quyén bau ctr cho phu nit. Mot ngay sau do, ngay 10/1/1918, Ha
vién My bit dau thao luén vé cac diéu khoan ctia Tu chinh 4n déi v6i quyén bau cir dya
trén ban ké hoach timg dwoc Susan B. Anthony soan thao va guri 1én. Vao thang 01 nim
1918, Tu chinh an vé quyén bau ctr cla phu nit d@ dugc thong qua tai Ha vién voi da sb
phiéu hai phan ba can thiét. Vao thang 06 nam 1919, n6 da dugc Thugng vién chip thuan
va giri dén cac tiéu bang dé phé chuan. Cac chién dich di duoc tién hanh boi nhitng ngudi
dau tranh vi quyén bau ctr ctia phu nit trén khap dat nude dé bao dam viéc phé chuan, va
vao ngay 18 thang 8 nam 1920, Tennessee trd thanh tiéu bang thir 36 phé chuan ban tu
chinh 4n, hop thanh mirc da s6 hai phan ba can thiét cac tiéu bang phé chuan dé bién n6
thanh luat qudc gia.

Vao ngdy 26/8/1920, Tu chinh an 19 chinh thirc dugc dwa vao Hién phap Hoa Ky véi
noi dung: “Quyén bau cir ciia céng dian Hoa Ky sé khéng bi tir chéi hodc han ché béi Hoa
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Ky hodic bat ky Tiéu bang nao trén co sé gidi tinh” va “Quéc héi sé cé quyén thuc thi
diéu khoan nay théng qua ban hanh phdp ludt phii hop” (Schlesinger, A. M. (2005);
tr.647).

Nhu vay, sau 70 nim d4u tranh tich cuc va bén bi (1848 — 1920) véi viéc Tu chinh
an 19 duoc dua vao Hién phap Lién bang, phu nit My da chinh thic ¢6 quyén tham gia
b6 phiéu.

2.4. Mot s6 nhan xét

Thir nhdt, phong trao diu tranh doi quyén bau civ ciia phu nit My la mt cujc
chién kéo dai hang thip ky, bén bi qua nhiéu thé h¢ lanh dgo

Phong trao d4u tranh doi quyén bau cir cia phu nit My 1a phong trao xa hoi dai nhat
trong lich sir nudec My tir khi 1ap qudc. Ké tir hoi nghi Seneca Falls dugc to chirc nam
1848, v6i viéc thong qua “Tuyén ngdn tinh cam” — sy kién mé dau cho phong trao phu
nir My dau tranh doi quyén binh dang vé chinh tri, phai dén hon 70 ndm sau, khi Tu chinh
an 19 duoc thong qua, phong trao vi quyén bau cir cia phu nir méi gianh dugce thang loi
cubi cung. D6 1a cude dau tranh bén bi cua cac thé hé phu nit M nhim cai thién dia vi
bat binh ding vé chinh tri ctia minh trong xa hi.

Téng két lai hoat dong cia phong trao, ba Carrie Chapman Catt, chu tich Hi€p hoi
qudc gia Hoa Ky vi quyén lgi phu nit dd khiang dinh: “Pé dua tir “nam” ra khoi Hién
phap, phu nir ciia dat nude da phai trai qua 52 ndm d4u tranh khong ngimg nghi (tinh tir
nam 1868)... Trong thoi gian dé, ho budc phai tién hanh 56 cudc van dong trung ciu y
kién ctr tri nam; 480 cudc van dong dé cac co quan Lap phap dé trinh cac sira d6i vé& quyén
bau ct cho cac ctr tri; 47 chién dich van dong dé dua cac quyén bau ctr cua phu nit vao
céc hién phap cua Tiéu bang; 277 cudc van dong dé yéu cau ndi dung cac cudc thio luan
chinh tri cua nha nudc bao gém céc ké hoach quyén bau ctt ctia phu nit; 30 chién dich van
dong dé cac Pai hoi dang ciia Tong thong thong qua ké hoach bau cir ciia phu nit trong
cac cuong linh ctia Pang va 19 chién dich véi 19 ky Pai hoi ké tiép. Hang tri€u do6 la da
duoc huy dong, chu yéu la nhiing khoan tién nho, va dugc st dung cho muc dich kinh té.
Hang trim phu nir da cong hién kha nang tich lity ctia ca cudc doi, hang nghin nam cudc
doi cta ho,hang tram nghin ngudi da lién tuc quan tam va hd tro hét sire ¢ thé” (Sherr,
Lynn (1995); tr.28). biéu d6 da ching to stic séng manh liét vd mot niém tin sit da coa
nhitng nha hoat dong cho quyén bau ctr ciia phu nit My. Ho ddu tranh khong mét moéi cho
1y tudng cua minh va ho da thanh cong.

Thir hai, nhitng bét dong vé chién lwoc dd nhiéu lan de doa lam té liét phong trao
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Céc phong trao dau tranh ctia phy nit My dién ra tir som, cé su tham gia dong dao
clia cac giai tAng trong x4 hdi My. Chinh didu nay da tao nén sy phiic tap trong to chirc
va hoat dong cuia phong trao khién tinh thong nhat gitra cac to chirc 1anh dao chua cao.

Nguyén nhan dua dén su phan hoa trong phong trao chil yéu xuét phat tir sy khac biét
trong viéc xac dinh cich thirc, con duong dé di dén muc tiéu doi quyén bau ctr cho phu
nir. Su khac biét nay tap trung & mot sé diém chinh nhu: viéc dau tranh doi quyén bau ctr
ctia phy nit nén di tir cdp do Lién bang, thong qua viéc dau tranh thong qua mot Dicu
khoan Hién phap sira doi va budc cac bang phai chdp nhan thyc hién (du ung ho hay
khong) hay dau tranh timg budc doi quyén bau cir & cap do tiéu bang, sau khi dat di s6
bang ting ho can thiét méi yéu cau diéu khoan sira d6i & cap d6 Lién bang. Ngoai ra, viéc
dau tranh gianh quyén bau cir cho mot bo phan hay toan bo phu nit Hoa Ky khong phan
biét chiing tdc, t6n gido, tai san.. ciing 14 mot nguyén nhan khién phong trao nit quyén
chua co su théng nhét cao vé mit t6 chuc.

Tuy nhién, xét & phuong dién nao dé thi chinh sy ton tai da dang cac t6 chirc hoat
dong vi muc tiéu quyén phu nit, sy tham gia ctia nhiéu thanh phan xa hoi khéc nhau trong
mot s6 thoi diém da chimg minh duge sy phét trién ciia phong trao, dam bao con duong
di 1én gianh lay thing loi cudi cling.

Thir ba, phong trao diu tranh doi quyén bau cir cho phu niv My thwong xuyén cé
sw lién két véi cdc phong trao xa hji khdc

Bén canh muc tiéu doi quyén bau cir cia phu nit My, nhiing nha lanh dao phong trao
thuong xuyén c6 su lién két voi cac phong trao xa hoi khac, hodc td chirc cac cudc van
dong xa hoi doi cac muc tiéu buc thiét khac cua phu nit bén canh quyén bau ctr. Tham
chi, trong nhiing giai doan ho wu tién thuc hién nhiém vu qudc gia mdi khi dit nude can.

Trude 1865, lac dau, phong trao phu nir co su két hgp v6i phong trao bai nd: “chu
nghia bii nd 14 chiéc cau nbi dé di dén phong trao doi quyén phu nir” (Unger, L. (2009);
tr.411). Nhitng nha lanh dao phu nit da den nhu Harriet Tubman, Maria W. Stewart,
Henrietta Purvis, Harriet Forten Purvis, Sarah Remond va Mary Ann Shadd Cary tham
gia lyc lwong dé tiép tuc thuc day binh dang, khong chi dua trén gi6i tinh, ma con dua
trén chung toc. Tuy nhién khi ché d6 né 18 dugc x6a bo, ngudi My gbe Phi danh dugc
quyén bau cir thi ho lai trd thanh “ngudi ddng minh bi bo roi”.

Sau thoi ky Noi chién (1861—1865), phong trao doi quyén bau cir c6 sy két hop voi
céc phong trao nhu: “Lién doan phu nir chdng udng rugu Co ddc giao™, “Phong trao dan
xép”, “Hoi dong phu nit qudc gia”. Tir thyc té trai nghiém cta phong trao, ho di dan dugc
lam quen va hoc hdi dugc nhitng k¥ ndng hoat dong xa hoi ma trudc d6 ho chua tung
duogc biét dén nhu van dong gy quy, chuan bi ndi dung va dién thuyét trudc dam dong,



660 ” CHUYEN SAN KHOA HOC XA HOI VA NHAN VAN

t6 chirc hdi nhoém..Nho do, ho tap hop duogc luc lugng dong dédo hon, cod diéu kién rén
luyén trong thyc té dau tranh, tuyén truyén nhan thirc nham giac ngd cho phu nir vé tim
quan trong ctia quyén bau ctr, dong thoi nhan dwoc sy ung ho, quan tdm cta dong dao
quan chung trong xa hoi My.

Thir tw, phong trao vip phii sw khding cw manh mé

Trong qua trinh phat trién, phong trao doi quyén bau cir cia phu nit My vap phai sy
phan khang manh mé& ctia nhidu lyc lugng trong xa hoi My. Luc luong phan ddi quyén
bau cir ctia phu nit dugc goi 1a “Anti-suffrage”. Lap luan ctia phe dbi 1ap cho rang: “bau
ctr s& 1am suy yéu cac linh vyc riéng biét cia nam gidi va nir giéi” va theo 10i ctia Cyu
Tong théng Cleveland “quyén bé phiéu cta phu nir s& de doa phd v& mot trang thai can
bang tu nhién rat doc ddo vé thudc tinh gidi cia xa hoi” va “quyén bau cir ciia phy nir s&
tang sO lugng cir tri khéng mong mubn” (Lange, A. (2015), Fall). Pidu nay dic biét nhay
cam trong bdi canh nam gidi da den gianh duogc quyén bau cir sau Tu chinh an 15 khién
nam gidi da tring cam thiy “quyén luc” ctia minh bi suy giam.

Phong trao vap phai su chdng d6i khong chi tir nam giéi ma tir chinh sé déng phu nir
c¢6 nhan thirc bao thii v& quyén bau cir. Nhitng nhém phan dbi phong trao nay di 1ap ra
mot t6 chirc & cap do qudc gia voi tén goi “Hiép hoi qudc gia phan dbi quyén bau cir cia
phu nit” (National Association Opposed to Woman Suffrage - viét tit A NAOWS) do ba
Josephine Dodge dimg dau, duoc thanh lap ndm 1911. Pé thuc hién muc tiéu ctia minh,
NAOWS d3 xuit ban tap chi chinh thirc mang tén “Su phan ddi cia phy nir” 1am co quan
ngon luan cta minh. Ho ciing xudt ban mot cudn sach liét ké nhiing 1y do phan ddi phu
nit , trong d6 co thé liét ké mot sb 1y do nhu sau:

“Chiing t6i tin rang binh dang chinh tri s& tudc di nhimg dic quyén dic biét ma luat
phap danh cho chiing t6i cho dén nay”

“[Chiing toi phan d6i quyén bau cir] Boi vi n6 chi don gian 13 ting gap d6i sé phiéu
bau, va dic biét 1a s6 phiéu bau khong mong mudn va tham nhiing cuia cac thanh phd 16n
cua chuing ta.”

“[Chiing t6i phan ddi quyén bau cir] Boi vi cac nhiém vu hién tai ctia chung t6i 1ip
day toan bo thudc do thoi gian va kha nang ctia chung t6i, va chang c6 gi khac ngoai ban
than ching t6i co thé thuc hién duge.” (Lange, Allison (Fall 2015).

Nim 1916, NAOWS di c6 sy phdi hop hoat dong véi 25 t6 chire nha nude nham
chéng lai quyén bau cir cia phu nit. Trong thé chién thir nhét, khi cac nha nir quyén tich
cuc ung ho viée sira d6i Hién phap Lién bang véi viéc cong nhan quyén bau cir ciia phu
nir thi cling thoi gian d6, hoat dong cia NAOWS cang ngiy cang manh m& hon bang cach
xuc tién viéc thanh lap céac t6 chirc chong lai quyén bau cir ciia phu nit My & cic bang:
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Maine (1913), Delaware (1914), Georgia (5/1914), Nam Dakota (1916), Texas (3/1916),
Virginia (5/1917), Oklahoma (1918) trong d6 tiéu biéu nhit 1 bang Texas.

Trudc nhitng quan diém va hoat dong chdng pha ciia luc luong ddi 1ap, cac thanh vién
ctia Hiép hoi qudc gia My vi quyén bau ctr ciia phy nit di dua ra nhiu quan diém bao vé
cho viéc doi quyén bau cir ctia phu nit: “Nha nudc ¢ nhiéu phy nir c6 thé doc va viét hon
toan b s6 ctr tri nam gi¢i mu chit, viéc giai phong phu nit s& giai quyét cac cau hoi lién
quan dén gido duc. N6 s& dam bao ngay lap tirc va lau dai voi uy quyén va sy trung thuc”
(Cottrell, D. M. (2010) va tiép tuc dAu tranh cho muc tiéu cia minh. Bang kha ning, su
dung dan trong chi dao va hoat dong, quyén bau cir ciia phy nit d dugc cong nhan vao nim
1920, d6 ciing 1a ddu mbc danh du sy that bai clia cac phong trao chong ddi.

Cuéi ciing la, phong trao cé sw lién hé vdi phong trao phu nir thé gii, dic biét la
phong trao diu tranh ciia phu niv Anh

Trén thyc té, nhitng nguoi ddu tranh cho quyén bau cir & Anh va & My da c6 mbi
quan hé 1au dai va su két ndi co t6 chirc v6i nhau. Y tuong vé Cong udc quyén phu nit
lan dau tién duoc Elizabeth Cady Stanton va Lucretia Mott dua ra khi ho tham dy Hoi
nghi chéng n6 18 thé gidi & London vao ndm 1840. Stanton va cac nha cai cach quyén phu
nir khac ctia Hoa Ky van giir lién lac véi cac chi em ngudi Anh cua ho. Trong thé ky XX,
cac mbi lién két van duoc tiép tuc phat trién. Emmeline, Christabel va Sylvia Pankhurst,
céc thu linh ciia canh dan quan trong phong trao dau tranh ngudi Anh, da thyc hién mot
s6 chuyén thim dén Hoa Ky. Con vé6i phu nit My, bao gdm Harriot Stanton Blatch, Alice
Paul va Lucy Burns, da lam viéc voi Pankhursts va Lién minh Chinh tri va Xa héi cia
Phu nt (WSPU), déng thoi gidi thiéu cac y tudng cia WSPU vé chién dich va cudc thi
cho phong trio bau ctr ciia phy nitr Hoa Ky.

3. KET LUAN

Tir cudi thé ky XIX dau thé ky XX, dic biét 1a sau Noi chién (1861 — 1865) v6i nhimng
thay d6i to 16n vé kinh té, chinh tri, tu tuéng ¢ nuéec My va trén thé gidi da tao diéu kién
cho phong trio nit quyén phét trién manh m&. Tuy nhién quyén bau ctr ctia ho van khong
dugc cong nhan. Vi thé, phong trao ddu tranh doi quyén bau cir ciia phy nit My tiép tuc
dién ra s6i ndi va phai dén nim 1920 méi dat dugc két qua nhu mong doi khi Tu chinh
an 19 - cong nhan quyén bau cir ctia phu nir dugc Qubc hoi My thong qua. Pay duge xem
1a budc ngoat dic biét quan trong ddi voi phong trao phu nit My ndi riéng va phong trio
d4u tranh doi quyén binh dang ctia phu nit thé gii nodi chung.

Thang lgi ctia phong trao phu nit di tao ra nhiing thay déi Ién trong quan niém vé vi
tri cua phu nit trong xa hoi. Ho khong con 1a nhiing con “bup bé” chi thich hop vdi viéc
cham hoa va nudi day tré, ciing khong phai 1a mét thuc thé vo hinh, duoc hop nhét va
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nhan sy “bao boc” cua chong hay cha nhu trude kia. Khi ¢6 quyén bau cir trong tay, su
bat binh dang gidi trong luat phap va cic quyén loi chinh tri — xa hoi khac cling dan dugc
x6a bo. Noi cach khéc, quyén bau cir 1 co s vimng chic dé phu nit My thé hién nguyén
vong va tiéng noi ctia minh trong doi séng chinh tri qudc gia, bang cach bo phiéu cho
nhitng nguoi dai dién cua minh, va cao hon nita 1a tng ctr vao bd may chinh quyén cip
bang hodc Lién bang. Théng qua d6, ngudi phu nit di gop phan vao xay dung va phat
trién dt nudc vé moi mat, déng thoi dan dan cai thién cude séng vO1 co hoi viéc lam,
gido duc va nhiéu loi ich khdc ma trudc day vi khong c6 tiéng noi chinh tri ma ho phai
cam chiu su bét binh dfmg.

Tiép ndi sy thanh coéng ciia phu nit My, vao dau thé ky XX, phu nit tai nhiéu nudc
bat dau c6 quyén di bau ctr, nhat 1a vao khoang nhitng nim cubi Chién tranh thé gigi thir
nhét va nhiing ndm dau sau khi chién tranh két thiic. Sau d6, 1an luot nhiéu nudc trén thé
gidi da cong nhan quyén bau cir cho phu nit. Ngay 26-27/8/1910, Dai hoi 1an thi II ciia
nhing ngudi phu nir thé gidi gom 100 dai biéu dén tir 17 nudc theo sang kién ctia ba Clara
Zetkin d3 quyét dinh lay ngay 8/3 1am ngay Qudc té Phy nir dé nhd on nhitng ngudi phu
nir da d4u tranh cho phong trao giai phong phu nif trén toan thé gidi.
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THE AMERICAN WOMEN'’S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT (1865-1920)

Nguyen Thi Bich

Abstract: This article analyzes the women'’s suffrage movement in the United States
from the end of the Civil War (1865) to the ratification of the 19th Amendment in
1920. Utilizing both logical and historical methods, the author elucidates the social
context, the role and status of American women in the 19th century, as well as the
mobilization process, outcomes, and defining characteristics of the movement. The
article emphasizes that this was a prolonged and challenging struggle through which
American women fought to attain one of the most fundamental civil rights—the right
to vote. Moreover, it highlights how this achievement marked a major turning point
for the global women’s movement in the 20th century.
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