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SU BIEU PAT CUA KHONG GIAN VA PONG VAT: SO
SANH SU TUONG TAC GIUA CON NGUOT VA PHI
NHAN TRONG CON BO CAI (1969) CUA DARIUSH

MEHRJUI VA CUN (1990) CUA BUI NGOC TAN

Phan La Phwong Uyén?, Kiéu Minh Hing

Tém tat: Trong nghién ctru, phé binh vén hoc va dién anh dwong dai, sw chuyén
dich “bwéc ngodt phi nhdn” (the nonhuman turn) da mé ra nhirng hwéng di maéi khi
khai thac béi canh &p burc chinh tri cing sw dit gy ban thé nhw mot hé qua tét yéu
ctia dién ngén hién dai hoa. Bai bao tap trung khém phé mang luéi bén chét
(entanglements) gitra nhitng chi thé phi nhan duoc biéu dat bang phuong thirc tw
sw khéng gian va tw sy dong véat, qua viéc khdo sat hai trurong hop tiéu biéu la truyén
ngén Cun cta Bui Ngoc Tan va phim dién dnh Con bo céi cta Dariush Mehrjui. Van
dung khung ly thuyét vé phé binh khéng gian, tw sw dong vat, két hop véi cach doc
théng dién hoc, nghién ctru ndy di vao phén tich céc céu tric khéng gian, méi truong
duoc xay dung khéng chi la nhitng phéng nén tinh tai ma Ia “sdn phdm cta céc méi
tong quan” gitka con nguoi va dong vat, dong thoi xem xét sw hién hivu ctia dong
véat nhw 1a nhiing chi thé déng hanh (companion subjects), can dur trurc tiép vao qua
trinh kién tao ban sdc xa hoi chir khong chi gilp vai tro biéu trung hay la cong cu
phan chiéu than phan con nguoi. Két qua cho thay, du duoc séng tac & hai loai hinh
va béi cdnh céch biét, sw hién dién cia déng véat da pha vé tinh chét tinh tai, don
nghia cda khéng gian. Théng qua nhing twong tac bén chéat gitra con nguwdi va phi
nhén, nghién ctru lam ndi bat nhiing hinh thirc phén khang thdm léng cta déng véat
triréc céc co ché quyén luc kiém soét va ép birc sinh ménh. Tir d6, nghién ctru gép
phén khdng dinh nhiing tiém néng néi bat cta phé binh khéng gian va tw sw déng
vét trong viéc mé réng kha néng dién gidi van hoc va dién dnh, huéng dén thuc tién
hoé vién cdnh ma céc thuc thé da loai cung chung séng, cung thuong lwong va déng
kién tao nén y nghia chinh tri - vén hoé trong doi séng x4 héi duong dai.

Twr khéa: phé binh khéng gian, tw sw dong vét, trong tac lién loai, Con bo cai, Cun

1. MO PAU
Tir cudi thé ky XX, gan véi xu hudng hau ciu tric va giai trung tim ngon thuyét luan
(delogocentrism)?, “budc chuyén khong gian” (spatial turn) di mo ra cac hudng nghién

ctru vé su biéu dat phi ngon ngir cta khong gian va tuong tic dang mang luéi giita cac
chu thé. Khac véi goc nhin bat dong truyén théng (xem thém Tran Vin Giau, 2023),
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2 Thuat ngit coa triét gia Derrida, chi sy tir chdi xem ngdn ngit va 1y tri ctia con ngudi 1a thude do duy
nhat dé kién tao thuc tai
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Foucault khang dinh khong gian 1a mot giao két ctia cic quan hé xa hoi phirc tap, noi cac
vi tri tuong tac, chéng chéo va dinh nghia 1an nhau (Foucault, 1984, tr.1). Tiép ndi lap
luan nay, Lefebvre (1991) trong Sw san xudt khéng gian (The Production of Space) xem
khong gian nhu mot cong cu quyén luc chinh tri, c6 kha ning san xuat va tai san xut cac
dia diém dic trung cia mdi hinh thai xa hoi (tr. 33). Trong linh vuc van héa — nghé thuat,
Bachelard (1994) tiép can khong gian tir trai nghiém noi vi va tri tuong twong, nhin manh
kha ning kién tao thé giéi ndi tAm va sy than mat cta noi chon (tr. 6). Nhin chung, gio
day, khong gian khong con trung 1ap ma tré thanh mot chir thé kién tao thyc sy.

Du vay, cac quan diém trén van chiu anh huong ciia chil nghia nhén loai trung tim
(anthropocentrism) khi chu yéu gi¢i han khong gian trong pham vi x4 hoi loai nguoi, bo
qua su ton tai va tuong tac cua cac thuc thé phi nhan. Khic phuc han ché nay, Doreen
Massey (2005) trong Vi khéng gian (For Space) dinh nghia noi chén qua trang thai “bi-
ném-chung-vao-nhau” (throwntogetherness). Theo ba, khong gian kéo con nguoi vao doi
sdng cua nhimg ké khac, bao gdm ca “cac mdi quan hé cua ta v6i nhimg thuc thé phi
nhan” (Massey, 2005, tr.141). Tai khong gian éy, “mot sy thuong lugng budc phai dién
ra ca bén trong 1an gitra cac chii thé” (Massey, 2003, tr.140). Quan diém ndy yéu cau sy
thira nhan “Ké Khac” (The Other), ddng thoi dit ra trach nhiém vé cach cac chi thé chung
séng, chia s¢ va cung dinh danh 13n nhau. Viéc nhin nhan khong gian nhu mot “cu hinh
quan hé dang tré thanh” thiét 1ap sy dong déng giita con nguoi va thuc thé phi nhan. Dit
trong bdi canh hau thudc dia, hudng tiép can nay lam rd cac tuong tic chong chéo giira
nguoi, ddng vat va méi trudong; tir d6 mo ra tiém niang phén tich ngdn ngit ciia khong gian
va dong vat nhu mot dién ngon phé phan quyén luc, phan anh nhiing chan thuong ky trc
va dut giy can cude dang hién ton.

Nhin lai lich str tiép nhén, cac sang tac cia Bui Ngoc Tén, dic biét 1a mang van xudi
va truyén ngan, thuong duoc gidi chuyén mén tiép can dudi lang kinh tu su hoc, 1y thuyét
thé loai hodc phé binh x3 hoi hoc (Nguyén Thi Bich Van, 2013; Ngo Thi Dung, 2016;
Nguyén Thi Thao Ngén, 2020). Trong cac nghién ciru ndy, thuc thé phi nhan thuong bi
dong khung nhu mdt cong cu nghé thuat dé lam nbi bat phuong thirc tu sy, hoac nhu mot
an du cho s6 phan bap bénh ctia ngudi tri thirc thoi hau bao cip. Twong tu, tic pham dién
anh Con bo cdi ciia Dariush Mehrjui, di dugc giai ma & nhiéu binh dién phong pha tir
phéan tam hoc, triét hoc hién sinh dén binh luin x3 hoi (Dabashi, 2007; Fouladi, 2021;
Tohidifar, v.v.) — phﬁn 16n van dugc dinh vi nhu mot truong biéu tuong phan anh sy tha
hoa ctia ndng thon Iran hodc sy suy sup tam 1y thuan tiy ciia nhan vat khi mat di tai san.
Nhin chung, ¢ ca hai ddi twong, du di tir goc do cdu tric xa hoi hay dién ngdn vin hoa,
cac nghién ctru trude ddy van cha yéu dién dich van ban qua bd loc nhan loai trung tim,
noi dong vat bi quy gian thanh “ké thé than” phan chiéu chan thwong lich st cia con
nguoi.

Trong khi d6, tai Viét Nam, du phé binh sinh thai da c6 nhiing budc tién dang ké
trong thap nién qua, phan 16n cac cong trinh van thién vé “phé binh sinh thai tinh than”
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khi xem khoéng gian nhu mo6i truong luén ly bao boc hodc trung phat con ngudi. Huong
tiép can hau nhan van va dac bict la tu sy dong vat van 1a mot dia hat chua duogc khai pha
triét ¢é dbi voi cac van ban ban 1& nay. Chinh sy khuyét thiéu mot khung ddi thoai lién
van hoa va lién loai hinh nghé thuat vé phuong thirc biéu dat phi nhan 1a khoang trong
nghién ctru ma bai viét huéng i lap day.

T hé quy chiéu trén, nhiéu tac phém van hoc va dién anh duong dai da cho phép
khong gian va dong vét tro thanh nhimng chu thé ty sy chinh (nhu tiéu thuyét Trai sic vt
ctia George Orwell, truyén ngén Mudi ciia rirng cia Nguyén Huy Thiép hay bd phim Okja
ciia Bong Joon-ho). Céc tac pham nay chii yéu khai thac tuwong tac lién loai trong cac
khong gian di dong, lai ghép, nham dit lai van dé dao dirc sinh thai va vi tri ctia con nguoi.
Trong nghién ctru ndy, ching ti lwa chon khao sat truyén ngén Ciin (1990) ciia Bui Ngoc
Tén va phim dién anh Con bo cdi (1969) ciia Dariush Mehrjui. Viéc ddi chiéu hai tac
phém thudc hai loai hinh ngh¢ thuét va bdi canh van hoa khac nhau nham lam rd cach cac
phuong tién biéu dat da dang kién tao nén ngon ngir cuia khong gian va dong vat. Tir do,
céc thue thé nay vuot khoi vi thé phu trg dé trd thanh hé théng ky hi¢u déc thu, tham gia
tryc tiép vao qué trinh san sinh y nghia va phan tu vé nhiing cang thang sinh ton bén trong
céc cau trac xa hoi — chinh tri.

Cin (1990) xoay quanh sy gan bé giita anh Trung, mot cyu can bd bi ¢6 1ap do nhiing
nghi ky chinh tri, va cht cho nhé bi tach dan. Khi Trung d6t ngdt bién mat, Can trai qua
hanh trinh di tim cha va két thuc bang viéc bi ban di, phan anh sy dich chuyén va dut giy
clia cac gid tri x4 hoi thoi ky hau D6i Méi. Vé phan Con bo cdi (1969), tac pham tap trung
vao Masht Hassan, mot nguoi dan 6ng gan chit sinh k& va cin tinh vao con bo duy nhat
trong mot ngdi lang can ¢di & Iran. Khi con bo dot ngot chét trong luc ong di ving, ca sdc
tam ly khién Hassan cy tuyét thyc tai va budc vao qua trinh x6a nhoa ranh gidi gitra nguoi
va vat. Su dich chuyén ban thé nay dat dén dinh diém & cudi phim khi Hassan bi chinh
cong dong troi giai di va cudi ciing bé mang do roi xudng khe nui.

C6 thé thay, viéc khao st tac pham tu sy tir goc do nghién ctru khong gian va dong
vat 1a mot hudng doc c6 tiém ning khi ca hai trong cau triic tic pham khong chi 1a nhiing
yéu t6 tao dung nén phong nén doi sdng cho con ngudi ma hon hét con 14 nhiing tic nhan
nén tang cua lich str, xa hoi va vin hoa. Piu nay dong vong voi quan diém ctia Massey
(2005) khi ba xem khong gian ludn 1 san phdm cua sy tuong tac, chdng 16p va dong hién
ctia nhiéu quy dao, trong d6 c6 ca con ngudi va phi nhén (tr. 9). Dya trén co s¢ do, bai
viét tap trung phan tich cach khong gian va dong vat duoc khoi phuc tac ning (agency),
1am 13 co ché can dy cua chiing vao thé gidi tu sy va qua trinh tai dinh danh cac mdi quan
hé tir sy twong tac li€n loai.

Viéc van dung khung ly thuyét hau nhéan van va ty sy dong vat vao nghién clru nay
khong dung lai & thao tac kiém chung 1y thuyét phuong Tay trén cac van ban A Pong.
Pong gop riéng cia bai bao nam & viéc tai dinh vi cach doc cac van ban vin hoc va dién
anh mang tinh chat ban 1& ctia Viét Nam va khu vuc. Trudc ddy, cac nghién ciru vé Ciin
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(Bui Ngoc Tan) hay Con bo cdi (Dariush Mehrjui) thuong bi déng khung trong 14i tiép
can phan anh luan (xem dong vat nhu mot tAm guong phan chiéu chéan thuong lich s,
d6i nghéo ctia con nguoi) hodc 16i doc an du chinh tri. Bang cach dat hai tac phim nay
trong thé ddi sanh qua lang kinh khong gian da loai, cong trinh nay pha v& 16i doc nhan
loai trung tdm d6. Nghién ctru chi ra ring: chan thuong thoi ky hau chién/hdu bao cap tai
Viét Nam va chan thuong hién dai hoa nong thon tai Iran thuc chit 1a nhiing chin thuong
da loai. Viéc giai ma ngdn ngir khong gian phi nhéan trong hai tac phim mé ra mot hudng
tiép can mai cho nghién ctru vian hoc va dién anh Viét Nam khi né tir chéi viéc quy gian
tu nhi€n va dong vat thanh phong nén x3 hdi hoc, trao tra cho chung vi thé cua nhitng chu
thé can du truc tiép véo lich st thAm my.

2. NOI DUNG NGHIEN cUU
2.1. Cac hinh thai khéng gian nhu trudng tai thuong luogng vi thé loai

C6 thé no6i, khong gian trong truyén ngan Ciin ciia Bui Ngoc Tan va phim dién anh
Con bo cdi ctia Dariush Mehrjui déu mang kha nang tu sy vé mdi tuong tac ciia nhiing
chu thé cung ton tai, d6i thoai va dinh danh 1an nhau. Pic biét, qua hé théng dan canh
day tinh biéu tuong trong dién anh cta Mehrjui va thii phap tran thuat ngoai hién tam ly
ctia Bui Ngoc Tan, ngdn ngir khong gian nhu mot thuc thé quan trong tham gia tryc tiép
vao qua trinh phan 4nh tinh trang tan rd ban ning cia nhiing than phan bi “thit sing”,
cung ltc tai cau tric lai ranh gidi vi thé loai giita ngudi va vat trong thoi cude bién dong.

Pau tién, quyén luc cta chii thé duoc dat vao khong gian han gidi da c6 chirc ning
giai dia vi hda cac trat ty nhi nguyén gitta nguoi va vat. Béi 1€, xét theo nhén thirc truyén
thong, mic du trong ciing mot khong gian nhung giita con ngudi va con vét van ludn ton
tai nhiing ranh giéi nhét dinh, biéu 16 duoc vi thé loai va quyén luc xoay truc léy con
ngudi 1am trung tdm. Thé nhung, trong Ciin, khong gian “san gd lim” da cing cb qua
trinh tai kién tao ton ti & cac loai qua su tuong tac giita anh Trung va vat nudi ctia minh,
khi nhan vat da pha v& cdu trac thir bac ¢ hitu bang cach “nam ludn xudng san” (Bui
Ngoc Tén, 2010). Su chu dong ha minh cta Trung da biéu dat dugc ¥ tudng cua Massey
khi nhin nhin khong gian nhu mét tap hop “cling ton tai cua su da dang” (co-existence of
heterogeneity). 6] day, trén san g5 lim, sy da dang loai (mét la nguoi, mot la cho) da
khong con bi phan tach rach roi dudi than phén cha — tg, thay vao do6, Bui Ngoc Tén cho
ngudi doc chung kién duoc nhiing twong tac hoa nhép gitra hai sinh thé dé rdi biéu hién
su dong ding, gan bo giira con ngudi va phi nhan.

Khong nhitng thé, xuyén sudt cau chuyén, khong gian han gidi ching kién phéan 16n
hoat dong trong ngay ciia hai chu thé ciing chinh 13 “san nha”. O d6, Trung ngdi doc bao,
Cun nim bén canh hay chi tiét ca hai “ngudi va chd nam dip chin 6m nhau trong cin
buéng tréng” (Bui Ngoc Tén, 2010, tr. 24), tir viéc Trung chia sé dd an, choi dua véi Cun,
dén viéc ca hai cting nhau ngdi trén san nha ngam troi may (Bui Ngoc Tan, 2010, tr. 14),
da cho théiy trong cung mét khong gian han hep, con vat hoan toan co thé duoc tai dinh
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vi chinh n6 bang sy thau cam va nhiing tiép xtic dic biét giita nguoi va vat. Cin gio day,
song trong mot khong gian ctia con nguoi, sinh hoat theo lich trinh ciia con ngudi, di
hoan toan dugc nang 1én thanh mot chu thé c6 tam hon, mot ngudi ban co thé cung chia
sé hoi 4m va vi tri v6i cht nhan. Khong gian phang dugc kién tao tir nhitng cau vin ngin
v&i nhip do tran thuat cham rai trong Cun da khién trat tu phéan cép sinh hoc gitta cac thuc
thé bi bo ngo, dé rdi md ra nhitng y nghia ctia sy cong sinh thuan khiét gitta nhimng ca thé
o don trong thoi cudc hau chién ma ¢ day chinh 1 anh Trung va Cin.

Trong Con bo cdi, khong gian han gidi dugc biéu thi rd nét qua chudng bo nha
Hassan. Sau cai chét ciia con bo, viéc Hassan rut lui vao chudng bo trd thanh khong gian
biéu dat cho qua trinh phi nhan hoa ctia nhan vat. D4i 1ap voi quan niém clia Massey vé
khong gian nhu mot sy rong md cua cac mdi quan hé, cac ci may can (close-up) vio
chudng bo ctia Mehrjui thé hién nd lyc khép kin khong gian ctia Hassan. Sy khép kin nay
triét tiéu van dong cia thoi gian va thé gidi bén ngoai, phan chiéu trang thai dinh tré tim
ly ciia nhan vat. K§ thuat anh sang tuong phan (chiaroscuro) két hop voi cdu trac chat
hep ctia chudng bo tao hiéu Gmg thi giac co 1ap, tach biét Hassan khoi khong gian sinh
hoat cong dong. Dong thoi, Hassan tir bo vi tri nguoi chi (nhin tir trén xudng) dé budc
han vao khong gian ton tai ctia con vat. Cau triic vat Iy han gidi nay gop phan lam suy
tiéu nhan dang, thé hién qua viéc Hassan lién tuc khéng dinh v6i dan lang: “T6i 1a con bo
cua Masht Hassan”.

V& mat 4m thanh, khong gian chudng bo khuéch dai tiéng nhai co va tiéng rong cua
Hassan, m6 phong tap tinh cua loai vat. Tai day, cac dac trung nhan tinh dan bi thay thé
boi cac biéu hién vat tinh. Nhip di€u tinh, cham va cac chuyén dong han ché cua may
quay trong chudng bo cho thay nd luc ctia nhan vat nham duy tri sy ton tai cia con vat
thong qua viéc dong hoa than thé minh vao khong gian cu tra ciia no. Pit trong thé dbi
sanh, néu khong gian san nha trong Ciin pha v& phéan ting sinh gidi dé xac lap sy dong
dang va gan bo gitra nguoi va vat, thi khong gian chudng bo trong Con bo cdi lai thuc day
su thoai lui nhan tinh. Sy dong dang lién loai ¢ day dién ra theo chiéu hudng ha thap con
nguoi xudng vi thé cua con vat, tao tién d& cho qua trinh phi nhan hoa toan dién cta
Hassan ¢ phan sau ciia tic pham.

“Phan canh Hassan trong chuéng bo”, Dariush Mehrjui, Con bo cai, 1969, 01:24:15
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Tiép o, cau trac khong gian ddi cuc gitta ngoai gidi (noi de doa) va ving riéng tu
(noi bao v¢) da khoét sau bi kich trong tuong tac gitta con ngudi va phi nhan. Phu hop
v6i quan diém ciia Massey vé tinh chat mo rong va ludn xung dot cua khong gian, cac ap
luc tur bén ngoai da pha vo ranh gidi gitta khong gian cong cong va khdng gian riéng tu,
tryc tiép xAm l4n ving tri 4n cua ca nguoi va vat.

Trong Ciin, khong gian d6i cuc lam ndi bat su tuong phan gitta cac mdi quan hé xa
hoi duong thoi va su gin két nguoi — vat. Khong gian cong dong bi chi phdi bai cac nghi
ky chinh tri va hiém hoa chién tranh, de doa truc tiép dén su an toan vat ly va tinh than
ctia cac chu thé. i 1ap véi khong gian san nha binh yén giita Ctn va Trung, thé gidi bén
ngoai hién 1én qua sy dut gy va phai nhat cta tinh ngudi. Dién hinh, khi nhan vét Vinh
biét duoc lai lich chinh trj cia Trung, “toan than 6ng té liét [...] the ludi dai dén tan cam,
dot ngdt dimg 1én chao, voi va xudng gac [va vinh vién khong bao gid quay lai nha anh
Trung]” (Bui Ngoc Tan, 2010, tr.8). Chi tiét nay cho thay khong gian xa hoi da day con
nguoi vao trang thai ¢ lap. Tai thanh phd tinh 1é, khong gian sinh hoat ciia Trung “ving
teo cac 6ng giam doc, cac 6ng trudng phong va nhitng nguoi ban gin bo ciia anh” (Bui
Ngoc Tén, 2010, tr.1 1), dinh vi Cun nhu thyuc thé duy nhét duy tri sy twong tac voi nhan
vét chinh.

Bén canh d6, khong gian bén ngoai mang tinh sat thuong cao dbi v4i su sinh ton cia
dong vat. D6 1a khu vuc bi de doa boi “tiéng may bay gam rit va tiéng bom, tiéng rdc két
nd gan”, dong thoi 1a moi trudng bét tric ddi vai Cun khi “di dudng nd so nhat 13 6 ga,
dén thanh phé n6 so nhét 1a 6 t6”, cung voéi su rinh rap cua nhitng ké bét ché. Do do, khi
Cun roi khoi khong gian an toan (ngdi nha ¢ san gd lim) dé budc ra khong gian cong
cong tim cht, no lép tuc ddi mat voi cac tén thuong thé chét. Chinh su bao luc cua khong
gian bén ngoai da dinh hinh khong gian bén trong thanh mot ving trii an, dam bao su an
toan cho sinh thé. Dudi sy tan cong ciia bom dan (ngoai gidi), ham tra an tro thanh khong
gian bao boc sy sinh ton chung giita Trung va Ctn. Hanh dong “Anh Trung 6m chit 13y
Cun. N6 run ray nép vao anh” (Bui Ngoc Tan, 2010, tr.16) tai khang dinh sy dong ding
vé vi thé sinh hoc: con nguoi va phi nhan déu 1a nhitng thuc thé dé bi tén thuong, bude
phai nuong tya vao nhau trudc sirc ép cua thé gidi ngoai vi. Khong gian riéng tu lac nay
dong vai tro bao luu nhan pham cia Trung — didu ma xa hoi bén ngoai dang cu tuyét,
d6ng thoi duy tri sy an toan cho ban thé ciia Ctn. Tir déy, chic ning ctia khong gian riéng
tu khong chi giéi han ¢ viéc che chd ma con 13 nén tang dé kién tao va khiang dinh mdi
quan hé ddng hanh lién loai trong nhimng bién dong thoi cudc.

Vi phim ciia Mehrjui, khong gian bén ngoai ciing duoc cau thanh tir sy giam sat
cong dong va hiém nguy tir bao lyc trom cudp di xdm pham vao chinh khong gian ma
Hassan va dan lang dang tra 4n. Xuyén sudt cac canh quay, khong gian ngdi lang dugc
dao dién tai hién trong bau khong khi ngot ngat cia su soi moi tir dan lang. Voi ki thuat
khung trong khung, bang thao tac tao ra dudng vién bao quanh chu thé trong mot canh,
khong gian trong phim s& dugc thiét 1ap tir mot ci may bo hep diém nhin, tir d6 16i kéo
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su tap trung ciia ngudi xem vao chu thé bén trong khung hinh (DeGuzman, K., 2022). Co
18 vi thé ma vi dao dién da lap lai rat nhidu canh quay qua cac khung ctra sd, véi nhing
cai nhin l4p 16 tir cong dong. Pidu ndy mang dén cam giac nhu Hassan dang bi theo ddi,
du xa hay gan, boi dam dong trong ngdi lang dy. Ké ca khi da rat lui vao bén trong chudng
bo, Hassan van bj Islam, truéng lang va cic ngudi ban ctia minh giam sat hay phan xét
qua khung cira chudng. Ap lyc tir sy vay quanh, ban tan, hay nhing 151 néi ddi, dong vién
ctia dan lang da vo tinh d¢ niang 1én khong gian tim 1y riéng tu ctia Hassan. Dé rdi, khong
gian cong cong cua ngdi lang tré thanh mot nha ti vo hinh, noi cdu trac khong gian khép
kin ctia chudng bo khong bao vé dugc Hassan ma bién ong thanh ké bi giam sat toan dién
dudi nhan quan tan nhan ciia dam dong.

“Phan canh dan lang quan sat Hassan”, (Mehrjui, 1969, 01:27:54; 01:36:23)

Ngoai ra, khong gian ddi nai, dat tréng bao quanh ngoi lang ciing an chta nhiing
hiém nguy 4m anh 6ng, noi ma bon cudp hung tan Boulouris 4n ndu va sin sang tin cong
dan lang dé chiém doat tai san. Pinh diém, khi Hassan bi cudng ché dwa dén “thanh phd”
dé tri bénh, khong gian bén ngoai cuc dai nay da cho théy su nhé bé va bat luc cua ca
nhan trudc ngoai canh ménh mong, tan nhan. Chi tiét Hassan bj troi, kéo 18, danh dap,
hay lién tuc bj Islam chiri méng: “Pi di, dd khén khiép. .. Bi di, con suc vat nay!” trong
man mua tring xo4, choi voi trén ddi dét, & phia xa 1a bong ngudi ciia dam trom da dugc
thu lai tron ven véi goc quay toan canh, lai cang nhan manh thém chén thuong khing
khiép ma Hassan phai himg chiu. C6 thé thay, ban dau, chudng bo 13 noi bao vé con bod
thi dén luot Hassan, khi dd dong hoa minh 1a bo, ong xem khong gian riéng tu ay nhu
mot chon che chd minh khoi s xAm lang, gidm sat tir cac tac nhin bén ngoai, dong thoi
tron tranh khoi su that tan nhin va co 1ap ban than ra khoi xa hdi loai nguoi.
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“Phan canh dam cudp Boulouris xuét hién”, Dariush Mehrjui, Con bo cai, 1969,
01:37:58

“Phan canh Hassan bi tréi di”, Dariush Mehrjui, Con bo cai, 1969, 01:38:38

Duya trén quan diém ctia Massey (2005) vé khong gian nhu sy dong hién cua cac quy
dao van dong lién tuc va nhiing cau chuyén dang dé (simultaneity of stories-so-far) (ir.
9), co thé théy khi mét chu thé bién mat, noi chén ho tung hién dié€n khong lap tic tro
thanh mot khoang tréng vat 1y. Thay vao do, sy dirt gdy nay chuyén hoa noi chén thanh
trang thai “khong gian vang mat”, tiép tuc dién dat ¥ nghia ctia nhiing chin thuong va tai
dinh danh quan h¢ lién loai. Trong bdi canh d6, cac chi thé trong Cun va Con bo cdi budc
phai thiét 1ap mot co ché tuong tac méi nham bu dip sy tan ri clia cac quy dao hién sinh.
Céch thirc cac chi thé tao nghia cho khoang trong nay s& quyét dinh ban thé hién dién
ctia ho, dong thoi thiic ddy qua trinh dong héa vi thé loai.

Cu thé, trong Cun, khi nhan vat Trung bién mat va “mai mai khong vé nira” (Bui
Ngoc Tén, 2010, tr.24), su Véng mit ctia anh da bién san g5 lim thanh mét khong gian
dut gay. Lic nay, chiéc chin soi, vat luu giit bao mui hwong, 16ng vun trong qua trinh
gin bo ngudi — vat, gio ddy da tro thanh diu vét vat chat duy nhét luu gitt sy hién dién vo
hinh ctia ngudi chi. Viée Can tir chdi thirc an dé tim dén khong gian chiéc chin: “No
ngiri. C6 thé ndi nd ngiri timg phan vudng mot. Va né nam ghéch dau 1én cai chan soi dy”
(Bui Ngoc Tén, 2010, tr.25) cho thdy hanh vi danh hoi ban ning di chuyén hoa thanh
phuong thirc truy xuat ky e khong gian. Thong qua dau vét mui huong, Cin nd luc tai
tao lai hinh hai va hoi 4m ctia chii nhan con sot lai trong khong gian dy. Phan tmg trudc
khong gian Ve‘ing mat nay khéng dinh dong vat khong phai la mdt thuc thé sinh hoc vo tri,
ma 1a mot chu thé s hiru doi sdng tam 1y phirc tap va kha niang luu giir chan thuong. Viéc
bam viu vao khong gian Véng mat khong nham muc dich nhan héa con vat, ma thuc chit
1a su x4c lap tinh chu thé dong vat (animal subjectivity). Trang thai nay dwa Cun tré thanh
chu thé dong dang voi con nguoi, chimg minh ching ¢6 hé tri giac doc 1ap va kha ning
phan hoi sau sac trudc nhitng dut gy tir moi truong tuong tac lién loai.

Nguoc lai, trong Con bo cdi, khi ddi dién voéi khong gian Véng mat cua con Vvét,
Hassan trai qua qua trinh thoai hoa ban thé nghiém trong. Pao dién Mehrjui di khic hoa
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su suy tiéu nhan tinh ndy qua cac tang bac khong gian, bién co ché lap day khoang tréng
ctia nhan vat thanh mot nd luc chdi bo thuc tai dé tién t6i chép nhan bi déng hoéa. Néu
Cun lap day khoang tréng bang hé tri giac khiru giac, thi Hassan lai lya chon thay thé truc
tiép su hién dién ciia con bo tai khong gian chudng va thay doi tap tinh sinh hoat. Thong
qua dan canh, Hassan dugc dat vao dang vi tri chiéc mang co, tai lap tu thé va hanh vi
(quy nhai c6, rong goi) (Mehrjui, 1969, 1:09:40) tai chinh c4u tric khong gian ma con vat
timg chiém giit (Mehrjui, 1969, 0:16:52).

Hinh anh nhan vat ¢ dinh than thé bén mang c6 da chdm dut hoan toan chirc ning
xa hoi ctia khong gian kién trac. Ddi dién voi chan thuong hién sinh do mat mat kép (“tai
san” va “nhan dang”), con ngudi trong trudng hop nay thét bai trong viéc ty chira lanh.
Viéc Hassan dung than xac dé 1ap day khong gian vat nudi danh déu su cy tuyét nhan
tinh, ddy nhén vét vao qua trinh vat hoa (animalization) nham trén tranh nhimg ton thuong
thuc tai. Qua trinh phi nhan héa nay thiét lap mét cAu tric va‘mg mat kép, khi su bién mat
ctia con bo khoi chudng kéo theo su bién mat ciia Hassan khoi khong gian lang xa. Khi
Hassan lap day khoang tréng ctia con bo, 6ng dong thoi tao ra mot khoang tréng moi
trong cong dong lodi nguoi.

Thong qua co ché phan tng voi khong gian ving mit, hai tic phdm phan anh buc
tranh d6i 1ap vé su hoan doi vi tri sinh hoc. Néu Ciin, thong qua khong gian san nha va
chiéc chin soi, di xac 1ap thanh cong tinh cha thé dong vat, thi Con bo cdi, qua khong
gian chuéng bo, lai trinh hién su thoai lui nhan tinh, bién Hassan thanh mot sinh thé phi
nhén ty nguyén nhim xoa diu nhitng ran v& hién sinh.

2.2. Phép théng dién lién loai hay Ia thi phap héa tinh chu thé déng vt

R4 rang, su hién dién ctia ddng vat trong hai tac pham khong bi quy gian thanh nhimng
biéu tuong thu dong. Ching can du vao van ban véi tron ven tinh chu thé, dong vai tro
nhu mdt tac nhan (actant), mang ning lyc tac dong truc tiép 1én moi trudng vat chat va
g6p phan dinh hinh cin tinh con ngudi. Tuy nhién, khi khao sat su hién hiru xuyén biéu
tugng cua dong vat, can dic biét cht v dén sy dung hop nhéan quan (hoa tron chan troi)
giita cac chii thé trong ddi thoai phi ngdn tir, ciing nhu tic dong cua chung 1én khong gian
vin ban. Bang cac phuong tién biéu dat ddc thu, ca hai tic phdm da thyc hanh thi phap
héa tinh chu thé dong vat. Qua trinh nay chuyén héa con vat tir mot khach thé bi nhin (the
looked-at object) thanh ling kinh soi chiéu bi kich nhan sinh, théng qua phép thong dién
cua tac gia.

Theo Barcz (2017), van ban chtta dung su hién di€n cua con vét thuc chit 12 mot
“phép dich lién loai”, trong do tac gia dong vai tro nguoi thong ngon (tr. 66-67). Do do,
tinh cha thé phi nhan can dugc xem xét tir chinh phuong thirc phat ngdn cia chung. Trong
Con bo cdi va Ciin, dong vat duge cap quyén phat ngon thong qua diém nhin tran thuat
va cac tap tinh loai dac thu. O Con bo cdi, tiéng réng cua con vat dugc thu thanh truc tiép
(diegetic sound) ma khong bi chén 10i thuyét minh (voice-over) nham dién giai theo tu
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duy con ngudi. Su biéu dat nay 1a chu dich ctia dao dién nham bao luu khoang cach ban
thé ludn giita nguoi va vat. Hon thé nita, Mehrjui sir dung cac goc may dic ta dé ghi nhan
nhitng biéu cam tinh t& nhu cai quiy tai, chép mat khi duoc tim (Mehrjui, 1969, 8:31—
8:51), can canh (close-up) nhai c6 trong chudng (Mehrjui, 1969, 17:41-17:57) hay canh
con vat ngoai dau réng khi Hassan roi di. Cac thii phap hinh anh nay da dinh hinh con bo
nhu mot tac nhan tu sy thuc thy, biéu dat cam xuc va hanh dong bﬁng chinh ngon nglt
sinh hoc cua loai.

Diéu nay ciing dién ra trong tu trong Ciin ctia Bui Ngoc Tan khi con ché duoc chinh
Trung mo ta 1a “cé hai bd phan biét noi 1a d6i mat va cai dudi”. Didu nay khong bi dién
xudng ma thuong xuyén dugc cung c¢d trong tic pham. Cu thé, ta c6 thé thdy Bui Ngoc
Tén da thé hién diéu nay rd nhu thé nao trong phan doan Cun gip lai Trung sau khi anh
di cong tac 1au ngay vé:

“No6 co vao chéan anh. Ca nua than phia sau ddo di dao lai. Cai duoi cup xuéng, no
vira ngude doi mat long lanh nhin anh, vira rén u & nhu dau don” (Bui Ngoc Tan, 2010,
tr.22-23) hay phan doan Cun trd vé nha sau khi “vuot dudng truong” tim Trung:

“No6 bat ddy nhung nhu c6 ai d6 danh manh vao vai, nd sp xuéng, nguc dap xuéng
san. Pudi ve vay, nd nhin chung t6i nhu biét 16i. N6 ¢b nhoai vio nha, dau dén, quan
quai, mong chan cao trén san sao sao. [...] Mat né nham nghién. N¢ rén. [...] Ngiri thy
mui com, né ve vay dudi. RS rang n6 d6i” (Bui Ngoc Tan, 2010, tr.26-27).

Chudi miéu ta nay tao ra mot truong lyc cing thing giita thao tac nhan hinh hoa, nhu
mot sy ap dat hé quy chiéu luan ly ctia con nguoi 1én vat nudi, va viéc boc 10 “tha tinh
triét d&”! (radical alterity) cua con vat. Mot mat, théng qua diém nhin thiu cam, tac gia
nd lyc dién dich nhitng biéu hién thé 1y cta Cun thanh céc trang thai luan 1y ciia con
nguoi, thé hién qua sy suy doan “nhu biét 16i”. Theo Weil (2012), day 1a mot dang thau
cam vira tit yéu vira bat kha, boi ngdn ngit con ngudi ludn c6 xu hudng thuin hoa trai
nghiém phi nhan bang cic ma van hoa. Sy “biét 15i” dy thuc chét 1a phan chiéu mong
mudn cua nguoi ké chuyén nhim dinh vi con vat trong mot trat ty ludn 1y quen thudc.

Tuy nhién, vin ban ngay lap tlrc ty giai cau trac thao tac thi vi hoa d6 bang hién thyc
cua tinh hién than (embodiment), thong qua viéc khéc hoa truc dién nhitng va dép vat ly
clia co thé dong vat 1én khong gian. Nhimg chi tiét vat Iy nhu “nguc dap xudng san”,
“moéng chén cao trén san sao sao” da phu nhan cac nd luc thi vi hoa. Tai day, con vat
khéng con 13 mot an du dao dirc ma duge tra vé véi tinh thé sinh hoc dic thu cia né. Dic
biét, chi tiét “ngui théy mui com, nd ve Véy duoi. RO rang n6 doi” danh déu mét sy dich
chuyén nhén thirc luan quan trong. Poc dudi ling kinh ciia Wolfe (2003), sy chuyén dich
tir cai nhin “biét 16i” (thudc vé hé quy chiéu tam 1y con ngudi) sang cai “d6i” (ban ning
sinh ton) dd phoi bay gi6i han ctia didn ngdn nhan vi. Pong luc vay dudi khong xudt phat
tir su ta 161 v6i chu thé con ngudi, ma la phan xa ty nhién ciia mdt sinh ménh dbi voi nhu

1 Nhirng dac tinh sinh hoc nguyén so, hoan toan khac biét va khéng thé bi déng héa cla loai vat
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cau duy tri sy séng. Tac gia, v4i tu cach nguoi thong ngdn, cudi ciing phai i lai trude
dic tinh sinh hoc nguyén so va khong thé bi dong héa ciia sinh thé. Nhin chung, viéc trinh
hién céac biéu dat mang tinh hién than ctia dong vat da vach ra mot gidi han nhan thire
luan, yéu cau ngudi doc tiép can nhimng chan thuong thé 1y/tam 1y ctia con vat tir chinh
t6n tai sinh hoc ciia chuing, thay vi chi xem chung nhu mét biéu tugng vo ngdn.

Hon thé, tinh chu thé cua dong vat khong chi thé hién khi chung hién dién ma con
boc 10 stitc manh ngay ca khi Véng mat, tir d6 lam phat 16 sy mong manh cia can tinh
nguoi trude chan thuong. Trong Con bo cdi, cai chét ciia con bo khong khép lai dién ngon
vé loai vat; nguoc lai, né mo ra bi kich “bo hoa” noi Masht Hassan. Khi ngén ngit bat luc
trude ndi dau, 6ng phai vay muon tap tinh va 4m thanh cta tha thé phi nhan dé biéu dat
su dut gdy hién sinh cta chinh minh. Sau khi pht nhan cén tinh “Masht Hassan” dé tu
nhén la con bo, 6ng bét dau trinh hién hang loat tép tinh loai. Ttr su cham chap trong hanh
dong, tiéng gam gir trong chudng khi d6i mat véi dam nguoi Bolouris (Mehrjui, 1969,
1:21:11), viéc chay lan quéan rdi hic dau vao tuong (Mehrjui, 1969, 1:28:14—1:29:05),
cho dén tiéng rén ri théng thiét khi bi troi (Mehrjui, 1969, 1:34:48-1:35:00), hanh vi cua
Hassan khéng don thuan 1a biéu hién cta su loan tri. Thuc chat, ong dang nd luc “hoda
than” nham lap diy khoang trong ma con vat dé lai. Pay 1a phuong thirc biéu dat chin
thuong khi Hassan nhan ra chu thé phi nhan cing tham gia kién tao can tinh ctia minh da
chét. Tai thoi diém nay, tiéng noi ciia dong vat da hoan toan xam chiém va triét tiéu ning
lyc biéu hanh chi thé tinh cia con ngudi.

Néu trong Con bo cdi, bi kich nay sinh khi con nguoi ddi dién véi su ving mat cua
con vat, thi trong Cun ctia Bui Ngoc Tén, tac phém trinh hién mot tinh thé dao nghich:
con vét trd thanh chu thé chung kién va ganh chiu ndi dau trudc sy bién mét cia con
ngudi. Viée 14t lai tinh hudng tir goc d6 ndy mé ra mot dién ngdn dao dirc, noi dong vat
duoc xac lap nhu nhiing thuc thé hitu cam, chju anh huong sau sdc tir cac moi quan h¢
lién loai. Bui Ngoc Tén khong chi khic hoa su thuong cam cua Clin ma con nhin manh
tinh ning dong ctia n6 khi chu dong roi bo khong gian an toan dé tim chu. Pac biét, tac
gia khong dé con vat “tudn tiét” theo chil, mot phuong thirc giai quyét thuong thay nham
ap dat chuan muc dao duc con nguoi 1én hanh vi loai vat. Thay vao do, hién thuc dugc
phoi bay mot cach triét dé khi Can bi chinh chi Thanh va 6ng “xuét khau” ban di. Trai
nguoc voi cai nhin mang tinh nhan hinh héa (humanized) day x6t xa cua Tuan khi thiy
“con nguoi uon uét ctia Can nhin t6i do ddn”, sy danh gia ctia ong “xuat khau” lai hoan
toan quy gian sinh ménh thanh gia tri kinh t&: “tiéc qua. Khong ban sém duoc miy ngay.
Hom nay méi ban, mét nira tién” (Bui Ngoc Tan, 2010, tr.28). Tai khong gian nay, kha
ning biéu dat cam xuc cua Cun bi gat bo. Chi tiét nay phan anh mot nhan quan hau nhan
van siu sic ctia Bui Ngoc Tan, phoi bay thuc trang thuong mai hoa dong vat trong bdi
canh xa hoi hau D6i Méi. Su biéu dat thuong ton ciia Cin cudi cung da khic hoa dong
vat nhu mot chi thé yéu thé, mac ket trong bi kich ctia mang ludi phan cap sinh quyén do
chinh con ngudi thiét 1ap.
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Co thé théy, su hién dién ctia dong vat trong Con bo cai va Cun khdng bi gidi han &
binh dién ndi dung hay cac dién ngodn dao dic, ma ching truc tiép can dy vao co thé van
ban, 1am thay d6i hé théng hinh thirc biéu dat. Sy bién ddi nay chinh 13 cdt 16i cua thi
phap tu sy dong vat (zoopoetics), noi phép thong dién lién loai dugc khic tac truc tiép 1én
nhip diéu tran thuat va ciu trac khung hinh. Nhu McMahon di goi ¥ trong cong trinh
Animal Worlds: Film, Philosophy and Time, su can dy cua dong vat khong chi nam &
mach tu su, ma nd truc tiép bé cong nhip diéu tran thudt, tao ra mot dang thi phap dién
anh mang tinh dong vat hoa. Khi phan tach ciu tric tu sy ctia bd phim, thoi gian va khong
gian ngh¢ thuat duong nhu bi udn nén theo nhip diéu sinh hoc cua con vat. O ntra dau
phim, mach tran thuat tr choi tbe do logic cua con ngudi dé mang hinh thire “nhai lai”,
v6i nhip do cham rai va 1ap di 1ap lai. May quay thuong xuyén st dung cac cii may dai
(long take) va tinh, bam theo su di chuyén cua con bo (Mehrjui, 1969, 6:35-7:45; 11:02—
11:32). Hon thé, khong gian thinh giac lién tuc bi xdm l4n boi tiéng nhai co va tiéng tho
phi pho trong dém (Mehrjui, 1969, 17:29-19:09), tao ra mét thoi lugng chuyén biét phoi
bay tinh vét chét ctia sinh thé.

Tuy nhién, thi phap tinh chi thé dong vat thé hién rd nét nhit & nira sau, khi Masht
Hassan bi “bo hoa”. Nb luc duy tri mt goc mdy toan canh, khach quan cua dao dién da
hoan toan sup d6 trude tac ning ph1 nhan. O phan canh Hassan bi tréi va kéo 18 khoi lang,
khung hinh tré nén chao dao, mit trong tim va v vun thanh nhiing goc cin quay cudng.
Su rung lac dir doi cia may quay lac nay khong con 1a sy ghi hinh tir bén ngoai, ma duong
nhu mé phong cai nhin hoang loan, ngdt ngat ctia mét sinh thé dang bi ép budc giai di.
Su dut gdy trong kha ning lam chu khung hinh cua bd may dién anh trong Con bo cdi
mang tac nang tuong duong voi sy vO vun cua cli phap ngon tur trong Cun.

Néu trong nhitng doan Ctn khoe manh, cau vin mang nhip diéu linh hoat mé phong
cai vﬁy duoi hay budc chay, thi & phan canh Can 1€ 1ét tr vé sau con bao bénh, ciu tric
ct phap di hoan toan dat giy: “Noé sap xudng, nguc dap xudng san. Pudi ve vay [...] Mt
né nham nghién. N6 rén” (Bui Ngoc Tén, 2010, tr.26-27). Mét loat cac cau don ngén, don
dap, ving bong cac tir nbi phirc tap da tryc tiép bé cong hinh thirc vin ban, md phong
chinh nhip thd gap gap, ngat quang cia mot sinh thé dang suy kiét. Tac nang phi nhan &
day dd pha v& sy troi chay ciia ngdn ngir loai nguoi. Tham chi, & phan canh cubi cung khi
Cun bi mang di ban, mach tu sy dot ngot chuyén sang nhing ciu thoai coc 16, lanh ling
ctia nhan vat 6ng “xuat khau™: “tiéc qua [...] mit nira tién” (Bui Ngoc Tén, 2010, tr.28).
Su bién mit hoan toan cua nhitng doan mi€u ta ndi tdam hay hanh dong chi tiét trude do
danh dau su sup d6 cua thé gidi tri giac dong vat trong van ban. Bing cach su dung sy
can kiét ctia ngon tir va su chuyén dich nhip diéu tran thut nay, tac gia da khic hoa chin
thuc su v& vun cua tinh chu thé cta con vat. Can bj ném vao khong gian cta sy tudce doat
sinh ménh tuyét d6i, noi né bi loai trir kha ning hdi dap va sy hién hitu tu than, ma bi quy
gian thanh mot khdi thit vat chat thy dong cho dugc dinh gia thuong mai.
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3. KET LUAN

Qua viéc khao sat Cin va Con bo cdi, nghién ctru khang dinh gia tri ciia viéc nhin
nhén khong gian va dong vat nhu nhiing chu thé tu su. Chung tham gia tryc tiép vao qua
trinh kién tao ¥ nghia, tai ciu tric cac quan hé quyén lyc va lam bién d6i cin tinh cua cac
thyc thé cung hién dién, thay vi chi dong vai trd nén canh hay cong cu phu trg. Néu Bui
Ngoc Tén khai thac khong gian than mat cta doi séng gia dinh dé xac 1ap con vét nhu
mot chi thé cia cam giac va ky uc; thi dao dién Dariush Mehrjui lai van dung nhip diéu
dién anh cham (slow cinema), tinh lap lai cung cac khuon hinh tinh trong khong gian lang
xa va chudng bd nham khic hoa qua trinh phi nhan héa ctia Masht Hassan.

Tir nhitng phén tich trén, c6 thé thay viéc khao ciru cac khong gian dirt gy trong Ciin
va Con bo cdi khong chi giéi han ¢ viéc phan anh nhiing chan thuong lich st ddc thu cta
khong gian hau thudc dia hay hau chién, ma con thiét 1ap mét cude ddi thoai truc tiép voi
bdi canh khung hoang sinh thai duong dai. Trong thoi dai cia Ky Nhan sinh
(Anthropocene) hién nay, khi qua trinh d6 thi hoa va sy van hanh ctia chii nghia tu ban
toan cau khong ngimg tai dinh dang cau triic khong gian sdng, su dut gay trong mdi quan
hé lién loai lai cang boc 16 nhitng hé luy sau sac. Pong vat va cac thuc thé phi nhén trong
khong gian hién dai lién tuc bi déy ra vung ria, bi cong cu héa phuc vu cho cac co ché
kiém soat va béc 16t sinh ménh (sinh chinh tri - biopolitics) cta con ngudi, hay tham chi
1a bi tudc doat hoan toan moi truong séng tu nhién. Nhimng chan thuong khong gian ma
Mehrjui va Bui Ngoc Tén khéc hoa, do d6, chinh 1a nhitng dy bao mang tinh tién dé dé
chung ta nhan dién sy t6n thuong da loai dang tiép dién trong thyc tai.

Nhin tir goc do nay, gia tri tng dung cua cong trinh khong chi dung lai ¢ viéc lam
méi thao tac doc cac van ban van hoc va dién anh kinh dién. Quan trong hon, thong qua
viéc két hop phé binh khong gian va ty sy dong vat, nghién ciru cung cap mot hé hinh
phuong phap luan hitu hiéu dé giai cdu triic cac dién ngon mang tinh nhan loai trung tim
vbn van dang thong tri. Thao tac ndy mo ra tiém ning ing dung trong viéc phén tich cac
thuc hanh van hoéa nghé thuat duong dai, déng thoi goi mo nhiing suy tu thuc tién vé dao
dirc sinh thai. N6 dit ra yéu cu cap thiét vé viéc nhin nhan lai cach con ngudi dang quy
hoach cac khong gian séng, doi hoi mot sy chuyén dich hudng t6i cac md hinh khong
gian bao dung va hoa hop hon, noi tinh chu thé cta ty nhién duoc t6n trong va nhiing
hinh thirc “d6ng-thanh-hinh” (becoming-with) bén viing ma Haraway du phong thuc su
dugc thiét 1ap va duy tri.

Léi cam on: Bai bdo nay la thanh quda ciia cong trinh nghién ciru Can tinh va chan
thuong: Ty sw dong vat trong Con bo cdi cua Dariush Mehrjui va Cu Li khong bao gio
khoc ciia Pham Ngoc Lan do Truong Pai hoc Khoa hoc Xa héi va Nhian van, PHQOG
Thanh phé Ho Chi Minh tai tro dwéi sw hudng dan, hé tro va gép y cia PGS. TS. Hodng
Minh Phiic. Tdp thé téc gia xin chan thanh cam on.
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SPATIAL AND ANIMAL ARTICULATIONS: COMPARING HUMAN-NONHUMAN
ENTANGLEMENTS IN DARIUSH MEHRJUI'S GAV (1969) AND BUI NGOC TAN’S
CUN (1990)

Phan La Phuong Uyen, Kieu Minh Hung

Abstract: In contemporary literary and cinematic criticism, the “nonhuman turn” has
forged new trajectories for exploring political oppression and ontological rupture as
inevitable consequences of the modernization discourse. This article focuses on
uncovering the entanglements among nonhuman subjects articulated through the
spatial and animal narrative modes. This is achieved by examining two
representative cases: Bui Ngoc Tan's short story Cun (1990) and Dariush Mehrjui's
film Gav (1969). Drawing upon the theoretical frameworks of spatial criticism and
zoonarratology, in tandem with a hermeneutic approach, this study analyzes how
spatial structures and environments are constructed not merely as static backdrops
but as “products of interrelations” between humans and animals. Furthermore, it
examines the presence of animals as companion subjects that directly intervene in
the formation of social identity, rather than being reduced to symbolic tropes or
reflective instruments of the human condition. The findings demonstrate that despite
originating from divergent artistic mediums and contexts, the presence of animals
simultaneously reinforces the multiplicity of space. Through human-nonhuman intra-
actions, we can discern the silent forms of resistance mounted by these species
against biopolitical power. Consequently, this research affirms the profound potential
of spatial criticism and zoonarratology in expanding the interpretive possibilities of
literature and film. It ultimately gestures towards actualizing a vision wherein
multispecies entities coexist, negotiate, and collectively co-create socio-cultural and
political meanings in contemporary life.

Keywords: spatial criticism, zoonarratology, human-nonhuman entanglements,
Gav, Cun
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